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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in- 

hiforl^tS^' -"^^'T P"?"^^®"^ """^^^ ^22(b), by another filed in the United States 

t Jl^ r tilt «PP"c3"t fo-- patent, except that an international application filed under the 

treaty defined ,n section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application 
published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the Sed sSfwas 
published under Article 21 (2)(a) of such treaty in the English language or 
Spn«nIfhI,?h^"*®T ^"/PP"°ation for patent by another filed in the'united States before the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 

tSeVr;rfin'e"dirsectio^ ''''' °" '""^ ^P"'-*- ^'^^ -^^r 

2. Claims 1-3, and 5-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Li etal. (US 6,148,906). 

Li teaches a device enclosure comprising: 

■ a thermo-siphon device (80, fig. 8; or 90, fig. 9) embedded in an enclosure 
skin (not numbered; also see col. 5, lines 42-43) (claim 1 ) 

■ wherein the device is a computer device (see col. 5, lines 30-32) (claims 2 
and 3) 

■ wherein the thermo-siphon device is a heat pipe (see col. 5, lines 46-48) 
(claim 5) 

■ wherein the thermo-siphon device is a strip (30, fig. 2) of high efficiency 
conduit material (see col. 4, lines 10-15) (claim 6) 
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■ wherein the thermo-siphon device is a integral part of the skin (see col. 5, 
lines 42-43) (claim 7) 

■ wherein the thermo-siphon device is embedded in the skin during the 
manufacturing process (see col. 5, lines 42-43; forming a back surface is 
inherently by manufacturing process) (claim 8) 

■ wherein the skin is fabricated from a metallic material (see col. 4, lines 10-14; 
and col. 5, lines 47-48) (claim 9) 

- wherein the thermo-siphon device is partially embedded in a skin cavity (96, 
fig. 9) created during fabrication (claims 10, 11 and 12) 

■ wherein the thermo-siphon device is exposed to an interior of the enclosure 
(see fig. 8) (claim 13) 

■ wherein the thermo-siphon device is exposed to a heat sink (element 80 is 
itself also a heat sink, fig. 8) (claim 14) 

■ wherein the thermo-siphon device is not an integral part of the skin (fig. 9) 
(claim 15) 

■ wherein the thermo-siphon device can be inserted and removed from a skin 
cavity (fig. 9; see col. 5, lines 53-60) (claim 16) 

■ wherein the thermo-siphon device is secured to a skin cavity through means 
selected from the group consisting of a support provided by skin cavity walls, 



Application/Control Number: 09/752,245 

Art Unit: 2835 ' ^ 



ines 



a thermal epoxy, and an interference fit with the skin cavity (see col. 5 
59-60; it is inherent that a support provided by skin cavity walls) (claim 1 7) 

wherein a metallic plate (cover plate of heat pipe 76, fig. 8) (claim 18). 



3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mecredy, III et 
al. (US 6,118,655). 

Mecredy teaches a device enclosure (76, fig.5) comprising a thermo-siphon 
device (44, fig. 3) embedded in an enclosure skin (figs. 3 and 4), wherein the device is a 
non-electronic device. 

4. Claims 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Li et 
al. 

Li teaches a system comprising: 

■ a housing (68, fig. 8) including a thermo-siphon device (80, fig, 8) embedded 
in a housing skin (see col. 5, lines 42-43) (claim 19) 

■ wherein the thermo-siphon device is a heat pipe (see col. 5, lines 46-48) 
(claim 20) 

■ wherein the thermo-siphon device is a strip of high efficiency conduit material 
(30, fig. 2; see also col. 4, lines 10-11) (claim 21) 

- wherein the housing is a computer chassis (68, fig. 8) (claim 22) 
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• wherein the thermo-siphon device is a integral part of the housing skin (see 
col. 5, lines 42-43) (claim 23). 



5. Claims 24-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Maruyama 
et al. (US 6,069,793) 

Maruyama teaches a computer chassis comprising: 

■ a thermo-siphon device (110, fig. 17) embedded in a computer chassis skin 
(1005, 102, fig. 9; see col. 6, lines 22-23; col. 7, line 44; and col. 9, lines 36- 
38) (claims 24, 25 and 27) 

■ wherein the computer chassis is a notebook computer base (1 , fig. 9) (claim 
26). 

Correspondence 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yean-Hsi Chang whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5798. The examiner can normally be reached on 07:30-16:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren Schuberg can be reached on (703) 308-4815. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
305-3431 for regular communications and for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 305-8558. 



Yean-Hsi Chang 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2835 
April 5, 2002 





Gerald Tolln 
Primary Examiner 



